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A total of 55 individuah of Squa/u.1· acanthias were subject

to detailed parasitologic examination. Eight parasite species 
belonging to the Monogenea, Cestoda, Trematoda, Nema
toda, and Copepoda were found. The extent of infestation
and location of parasites are described. The results arc 
compared with literature data on spiny dogfish infestation in 
other areas. 

INTRODUCTION 

The available literature contains scarce data on parasitic fauna of Squalus acanthias 

caught off New Zealand. The list of parasites of the area reported, based on literature 

* The fish individuala examined showed, according to the literature available to us, characteristics
typical of Sq�alus acanthias. The only reservation was at first whether the species could have occurred
so far south. A s1;1bsequent literature search (Bigelow and Schroeder, l 948; Fishes of the Western 
North Atlantic) did not dispel our doubts; however, Love and Moser /1983) in their work "A Chccklist 
of Parasites of California, Oregon, and Washington Marine and Estu�.rine Fhhes" refer to S.acanthias 
as occurring also off New Zealand. Therefore we have decided to bring forth our data in their present 
form. 



158 J. Wierzbicka, D. Langowska

data, by Hewitt and Hine (1972) records in the spiny dogfish 7 parasitic species belonging 
to 5 higher taxa (Monogenea, Cestoda, Digenea, Nematoda, and Copepoda). One of those 
species is Calicotyle ramsayi n.sp. (Monogenea) described by Robinson (1961) as a cloaca 
parasite in S qualus lebruni. A digenean, Probolitrema' philippi, was found by Manter 
(1954) in the body cavity of S. kirki, the two fish species being regarded asS.acanthiasby

Hewitt and Hine (1972). 
The North Atlantic spiny dogfish parasites have been better documented. The relevant 

papers usually discuss specific groups or individual species of parasites. The general 
description of parasitic fauna of this host in the North Sea is given by Orlowska (1979). 
She examined 45 fish individuals and found 13 parasitic species belonging to 6 higher 
taxa. The parasitic crustaceans were worked out in detail by Kabata (1979). He lists such 
common parasites of the spiny dogfish as, for instance, Eudactylina acanthii and 
Pseudocharopinus bicaudatus. E.acanthii was recorded also off Tunesia (Raibaut et 
:--al., 1971) and in the Mediterranean (Essafi and Raibaut, 1977. The copepod P.bicauda

tus was recorded in S.acanthias by Delamare Deboutteville and Nunes (1952) and Ho 
(1977). The monogenean Erpocytyle squali dwelling on the spiny dogfish gills was 
recorded by, i.a., Pogorelceva (1964 a) in the Black Sea. 

Of the endoparasites, the cestodes Tetrarhynchidea were described by Dollfus (1942). 
According to that author, spiny dogfish is one of the hosts of larval Hepatoxylon trichiuri

and Hmegacephalum and for adult Gilquinia squali. Internal parasites of the spiny 
dogfish in the Sea of Japan and Okhotsk Sea are listed by Zukov (1960) who examined 
11 fish individuals and found 1 digenean, 3 cestode species, and nematodes Anisakis sp.

Some papers report parasitic protozoans occurring in the host in question (Pogorelceva, 
1964b; Sulman, 1966). 

The present work was aimed at gaining a better knowledge on the spiny dogfish 
parasites off New Zealand. The results obtained make it possible to compare the parasitic 
fauna of that fish with the relevant literature data concerning other areas. 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

The materials were collected in the New Zealand fishing grounds on 22 Feb. 1978 by 
Dr. Wieslaw Slosarczyk during the Third Polish Antarctic Expedition on board RV 
,, Profesor Bogucki". The samples were collected of the Snares Islands (Slosarczyk, 1979). 
The fish were brought to the laboratory frozen. A total of 55 individuals measuring 
53-73 cm/62-88 cm (body length, 1.c./total length, 1.t.) and weighing 960-3100 g, 
were examined. 

The thawed fish were subject to a full parasitologic examination, the skin, eyes, 
nostrils, spiracles, gills, mouth cavity, stomach, intestine, liver, gall bladder, gonads, and 
muscles being carefully scrutinised. The nematodes and crustaceans found were fixed in 
4% formalin with physiological salt solution. The flatworms were slightly flattened on 
slides and fixed in 75% ethyl alcohol, alum carmine stained, dehydrated in alcohol, 
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immersed in xylene, and mounted permanently in Canada balsam. Nematodes were 

identified in glycerin mounts. 

RESULTS 

The 55 spiny dogfish individuals examined were found to contain a total of 8 parasitic 

species belonging to the Monogenea, Cestoda, Trematoda, Nematoda, and Copepoda. 

MONOGENEA 

Erpocotyle squali (MacCallum, 1931) Price, 1942 

The species occurred very frequently on gills. The parasites were found in as many as 

53 fishes, with the invasion intensity of 1-37 parasites in a fish. The invasion incidence 

reached 96%. The mean population invasion incidence was high, too, amounting to 8.24 

parasites in a fish. 

CESTODA 

Hepatoxylon megacephalum (Rudolphi, 1819) 

The larvae were found in 4 fishes, one in each, the parasites being located in the body 

cavity. The invasion incidence was 7.2%; the mean population invasion incidence was very 

low (0.07 in a fish). 

TREMATODA 

Probolitrema sp. 

The trematodes occurred sporadically, only 2 specimens were found in 2 fishes. The 

invasion incidence was 3 .6%. The parasites, adult forms filled with eggs, were found in the 

stomach. The parasites were 16.1 mm long, 10 mm wide; the mouth and ventral suckers 

measured 1.220 and 1.647 x 1.568 mm, respectively. The pharynx measured 

0.647 x 0.488 mm. The egg dimensions were 0.058-0.063 x 0.046-0.052 mm. The 

specimens found were damaged; the shape of the ovary, located above the distorted 

seminal vesicle, was changed (Figs. 1 and 2). As these organs are key characters in 

taxonomy of the genus, it was impossible to identify the species. 
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Fig. 1. Probolitrema sp. from Squalus acanthias L. stomach 

NEMATODA 

Anisakis simplex (Rudolphi, 1809) 

The parasites were relatively rare. The invasion incidence was 12.7%, up to 4 

specimens being found in a fish and the mean population invasion intensity amounting 

to 0.25. The nematodes found were stage 3 larvae. They occurred in cysts located on the 

external stomach wall. 
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Fig. 2. Probolitrema sp. (ventral side) 

Thynnascaris adunca (Rudolphi, 1802) 

The extent .of infestation was �iqiilar to .that of Anisakis simple�. Th� invasion 

incidel)ce was 10.9%. The invasion intensity ranged from 1 to 6 parasites in a fish, with 

the mean population invasion intensity reaching 0.29. A total of 16 nematodes were 

fo.und. All of them were stage 3 and stage 4 larvae located on the liver and in the 

intestine. 
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COPE POD A 

Eudactylina acanthii Scott, 1901 
These crustaceans are common parasites of the spiny dogfish examined. The invasion 

incidence was high (61.8%). From 1 to 51 copepods were being found in a fish, the mean 
population invasion intensity amounting to 4.7. The parasites occurred on gills. A total of 
25 9 specimens were collected. 

Pseudocharopinus bicaudatus(Kr�yer, 18 37) 

The species was found in the spiracles of one spiny dogfish individual only ( 1.8% 
invasion incidence), 3 specimens (females with egg sacs) being revealed. The mean 
population invasion intensity was very low (0.05). 

Trifur sp. 

The copepods of the genus were found in stomachs of two spiny dogfish individuals 
(3.6% incidence). One of them contained 2 specimens and the other 3. The parasites 
usually occur on the outer surfaces of the fish body and in the gill cavity. The parasites 
had been eaten by the spiny dogfish along with their host. Due to their non-typical 
location, the crustaceans were damaged, which made it impossible to identify them to 
species. 

DISCUSSION 

The New Zealand spiny dogfish parasitic fauna proved to be relatively poor, as a total 
of 8 species only, belonging to 5 higher taxa, were revealed. Hewitt and Hine (1972) list 7 
species only. A slightly higher number of species was recorded in this host by Orl�ska 
(1979) in the North Sea. She examined a similar number offish individuals and foundB 
species of parasites. The present study as well as that by Orlowska show the parasitic 
species to differ in their inva.sion intensities and frequency of occurrence. 

The most frequent parasites in the materials examined were the monogeneans 
Erpocytyle squali. They were found on gills of 96% of the fish individuals examined. In 
the North Sea, Orlowska (1979) recorded an incidence lower by a factor of 4; she also 
reported a lower invasion intensity. The species was recorded in the spiny dogfish off 
New Zealand by Hewitt and Hine (1972), in the Black Sea by Pogorelceva(l964a), and 
off Woods Hole, USA by Yamaguti (1963). 

Another relatively common parasite is the crustacean Eudactylina acanthii found on 
gills of 61.8% of the individuals examined. Orlowska (1979) recorded a similar extent of 
invasion. The species is widely distributed: it has been recorded in the North Atlantic, 
Mediterranean Sea, and North Pacific (Markevic, 1956; Kabata, 1979). Raibaut et al. 
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(1971) found the parasite in the spiny dogfish off Tunesia. Markevic (1956) and Kabata 
( 1979) described the morphology of the species. 

The nematodes Anisakis simplex and Thynnascaris adunca turned out to be rare 
parasites of the New Zealand spiny dogfish, occurring with incidences of 12,7 and 10.9%, 
respectively. Similarly, numbers of parasites in a fish were low in both cases. These data dif
fer: strongly from those for the North Sea where nematodes A.simplex found in 80% of 

the spiny dogfish examined (Orlowska, 1979). Off-New Zealand, Anisakis sp. was found 
in this and other hosts by Hewitt and Hine (1972); iukov (1960) found them in the Sea of 
Japan and Okhotsk Sea. The A.si�plex larvae are harmful for man. In spite of a weak 
invasion in the New Zealand spiny dogfish, it seems purposeful to gut the fi��.and prncess 
them thermally, which would kill the nematodes remaining in the body &vity. Th.adunca 
were recorded in the spiny dogfish for the first time by Orlowska (1979). Her data 
indicate an incidence twice that in the present study. These nematodes, occurring as 
larvae and adults, were recorded in other species of New Zealand by, i.a., Hewitt and Hine 
(1972), and Grabda and S16sarczyk (1981). 

A still less common parasite of the spiny dogfish examined was the cestode 
Hepatoxylon megacephalum (7.2% incidence). The species was described in detail by 
Dollfus (194 2) who listed various chondroid species as hosts, he also mentions the 
occurrence of plerocercoids in the spiny dogfish off Algier. The larvae and adults occurring 
in other fish species off New Zealand were recorded by Robinson (1959); that author 
f�u�d ple.1;-oc;ercoids of other ces�ode,Hepatoxylon trichiuri, in spiny dogfish. 

The remaining three species: Probolitrema sp., Pseudocharopinus bicaudatus, and 
Trifur sp. were very rare. Their invasion incidences ranged within 1.8-3 .6%. As stated by 
Yarnaguti (1971), the Probolitrema trematodes occur in the body cavity of various 
chondroid fishes. The specimens found in the stomachs had been probably eaten along 
with some other fish. P.richiardii was recorded by Yarnaguti (1971) in the Atlantic and 
Mediterranean spiny dogfish. Manter (1954) found P.philippi in this host off New 
Zealand. Orlowska (1979) recorded a somewhat higher frequency (8 .8% incidence) of 
Pseudocharopinus bicaudatus in the North Sea. The occurrence of the species in the 
North Atlantic and Pacific spiny dogfish is mentioned by Markevic (1956) and Kabata 
(1964, 1979), while Delamare Deboutteville and Nunes (1952) recorded it in the 
Mediterranean Sea. The Trifur copepods are accidental spiny dogfish parasites. As external

parasites of other fish species, their presence in the spiny dogfish stomach resulted from 
the fact that their proper host had been eaten by the spiny dogfish. A species belonging 
to the genus Trifur and known from off New Zealand is T. lotellae listed, among others, as 
a parasite of Macruronus novaezelandiae by Grabda and S16sarczyk (1981). 

CONCLUSIONS 

1. The parasitic fauna of the spiny dogfish caught off New Zealand is relatively poor; the
materials studied comprised 8 species only, belonging to the Monogenea, Cestoda,
Trematoda, Nematoda, and Copepoda.
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2. The parasitic fauna of the host in question shows species and quantitative variabilities
depending on the region of occurrence; Orlowska (1972)Jound 13 species in the
North Sea spiny dogfish.

3. The parasites most common in the materials examined were: Erpocotyle squali and
Eudactylina acanthii.

4. The survey of the available literature allows to state that the presence of the cestode
Hepatoxylon megacephalum, the nematode Thynnascaris adunca, and the crustaceans
Eudactylina acanthii and Pseudocharopinus bicaudatus are recorded here for, the first
time with respect to the spiny dogfish off New Zealand.

5. Anisakis simplex was the only parasite harmful for man; few individuals were being
found (12.7%) in the body cavity.

6. The crustacean Trifur sp. is an accidental parasite of spiny dogfish, found in the host's
stomach.
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PARAZYTOFAUNA KOLENIA - SQ UAL US ACANTHIAS L. 
Z OBSZARU NOWEJ ZELANDII 

STRESZCZENIE 

Ryby pochodzHy z okolic wysp Snares le:illcych kolo Nowej Zelandii. Zostaly odl:owione 
22 lutego 1978 roku przez statek badawczy R/V ,,Profesor Bogucki". Szczegolowej sekcji parazyto
logicznej poddano SS koleni. W badanym materiale znaleziono 8 gatunk6w pasozyt6w z pi�ciu grup 
systematycznych: Monogenea, Cestoda, Trematoda, Nematoda, Copepoda. Najcz�sciej stwierdzanymi 
byly przywry monogenetyczne Erpocotyle squali (96%) i skorupiaki Eudactylina acanthii (61,8%). 
Pozostale paso:iyty wyst�powaly znacznie rzadziej (1,8-12,7%). Patogennym dla czl:owieka byl' 
tylko Anisakis simplex znajdowany w jamie ciala w niewielkich ilosciach. Po raz pierwszy w tych 
wodach, stwierdzono u kolenia Hepatoxylon megacephalum, Thynnascaris adunca, Eudactylina

acanthii i Pseudocharopinus bicaudatus. Przypadkowym pasozytem okazal si� skorupiak Trifur sp.

znaleziony w iollldku. Z badari whsnych wynika, :i:e parazytofauna kolenia z rejonu Nowej Zelandii 
jest ubo:i:sza w por6wnaniu z Morzem P6lnocnym, w kt6rym Orlowska (1979) stwierdzila 
13 gatunk6w u tego :i:ywiciela. 
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BelK6H�Ka H.' Jla.IirOBCKa )],. 

IIAPASHTO�AYHA KAPTAHA - SQUALUS ACANTHIAS L. 

H3 TEPPHTOPHH HOBO.ri 3E.1IAH)],V.H 

Pe a 10 M e 

MaTepllaJI )J;JI.H. HCCJie,n;OBaHll:lt flOJIY'l€HO H3 OTJIOBa npoBe,n;eHHOI'O 22 l.f)eBpaJIR 

1978 r. HC CJie,n;oBaTeJibCKl1M cy )J;HOM "llpoq,e ccop Bory�Kl1 11 B OJIH311 oc TpOBa CH a-

pee B OKpecTHOCTRX HOBOH 3eJiaH,l\llH. Tio,n;pooHJ,IM 11CCJie,l\OBaHli.H.M no.n;nepra.rrocb 

55 oc.o6eli KapTaHa. 

B 11CCJie,n;oaa:aHOM MaTepHaJie ycTaHOBJ1€HO npacyTCTBHe 8 BH)J;OB napa3HTOB' 

npHHa,n;Jielita.Ii\HX K 5 CHCTeMaTl1'l€CKHM rpynnaM: Monogenea, Cestoda, Trema

toda, Nematoda, Copepoda. qall1e Bcero BCTpe'laJIHCh MOHoreHeTH'lecKHe TpeMa

TO,n;hl E rpocotyle squali ( 96%) 11 pa1wo6paam1e Eudactylina acanthii ( 61 1 8%). 

Oc Tai1bHblX napa:3HTOB npHcyTCTBOBa.JIO 3Ha'!HTeJlbHO MeHbW€ ( 1,8-12, 7%). llaTo-

reHHb!M ,l\JI.H. 'l€JIOBeKa HBJI.H.JICR HCKJIID'lHT€JlbHO Anisakis simplex, np11cyTCTBYID

l�Hll B IJOJIOCTH TeJTa pb!Obl B H€00JibIDOM KOJ!11'l€CTB€. IlHepBb!e ycT8.HOBJI€HO y Kap

TaHa 11a aToli Tepp11TopH11 Hai1H'!He: Hepatoxylon megacephalum, Thynnascaris 

adunca, Eudactylina acanthii H Pseudocharopinus bicaudatus. CJiy'laii:Hbllll 

rrapa3HTOM !IBJI!IJIC!I paKoo6pa3HblH Tri fur sp. , Haft.n;eHBhlli B JKeJiy)\Ke. Ha OCHO

BaHHH rroJiyqeHHblX peayJihTaTOB ycTaHOBJI€HO, 'lTO napaanTowayHa H3 TeppHTOPHH 

HoBOH 3eJiaH,n;HH .HBJl!IJiacb 6 OJiee CKY ,ll;HOH ITO cpaBH€Jlll]() c Ce B€PHhIM MOpeM, Ha 

TeppHTOpHH KOTOporo OpJIOBCKO!i ( 1979) ycTaHOBJI€HO rrpHCY1'CTBile 13 BH,!(O B na

pa3HTOB y �Toro XOJ!IHHa, 
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